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nursing as a career. Florence, however, had
tasted freedoms and was never again to be so
restricted as in the past. On her return she in-
sisted that she should continue her investigations
into nursing work and see what was being done-
in the Dublin hospitals.
That was agreed to, but when she proposed to
study the work of the Sisters of Charity in Paris
she met with a blank refusal from her mother.
Kaisenverth, though bad enough, was at least a
Protestant institution, but for the daughter of a
Unitarian to be associated with a Roman Catholic
community would be nothing short of a dire
scandal, Mrs. Nightingale pointed out that
Florence's value in the marriage market would
be adversely affected, but, as Florence had put
thoughts of marriage behind her, that argument
made not the slightest impression. There was,
however 3 one argument which did affect Florence
deeply, Mrs. Nightingale implied that Florence
was ruining Parthenope's chances of marriage also.
Panhenope was now thirty-three, and she seemed
desperately anxious to marry.
There was a deep affection between the two
sisters, but nevertheless they grated on each
other. Parthenope was often ill from nervous
complaints, and Florence would have liked to
nurse the invalid. But her presence in the sick-
joom irritated Partheuope, and Florence had to
be forbidden to come near her sister at certain
timts. For Panhenope had got it firmly into her
head that Florence was the cause of her troubles.